
Remembrance Sunday 2022 

Readings 

Micah 4.1-5 

Psalm 85 (verses) 

James 3.13-18 

John 15.9-17 

We sometimes speak of ‘having a mountain to climb’. And by that 

mean that there is a lot of work ahead, a lot of hard work. I 

remember going into the sitting room of my cottage the day 

after I moved in and seeing all the boxes waiting to be unpacked 

– a mountain to climb – I didn’t know where to start. And then an 

angel arrived and said ‘Let’s start here’. 

Micah’s mountain doesn’t seem to be such hard work. People will 

stream to it. The people will make a fresh start. Drawing on a 

rich theme from their collective history, he uses the imagery of 

journeying to a mountain, the mountain representing the place of 

God’s presence. His hearers would have immediately understood 

the link to Jerusalem and especially to the Temple. 

Micah is a man full of righteous indignation. He speaks out for 

the poor – he is one of them – a man of the land, contemptuous of 

those who ‘sit at ease in Zion’. He is horrified at the luxurious 

and degenerate life of the city, supported by exploitation of the 

poor, and he is passionate for justice and a right attitude 

towards God and fellow human beings. He sees the evils of 

society not only as the heartless oppression of the weak by the 

strong, but also as a failure to grasp God’s purpose for all people, 

telling the people ‘Zion shall be ploughed up like a field, 

Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, and the mount of the 

Temple shall be a tangle of scrub on the top of a hill’ (3.12).  But 

immediately following that prophesy we have this wonderful poem 

about universal peace, not just peace for Jerusalem but for all 

the nations, who will ‘beat their swords into ploughshares, and 

their spears into pruning hooks’. It is a look into the distant 

future, a dream, a desire, a hope, a belief that there will come a 

time when ‘nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 

shall they learn war any more’. Is that not a dream, a desire, a 

hope we all share? But do we have the belief? 

Micah foresees the healing and transformation which can come 

about when we are prayerfully present to God. Imagine a time 

when no nation is at war. The First World War was called ‘the 

war to end all wars’, and twenty years later, we were at it again! 

Can we imagine, can we believe in, a time when every person is at 



peace, well-nourished and housed, educated, drinking clean water, 

flourishing? That would be a fresh start for the world.  

We follow the one who said ‘This is my commandment, that you 

love one another as I have loved you’. That is where peace starts 

– in each one of us, as we make sacrifices, small as they may be, 

to bring a little more peace into the world. ‘Listen to what the 

Lord God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him’. 


