
Proper 24 Year C (RCL) 

Here, in today’s Gospel reading, and again later in Ch.18, Luke 

tells us the meaning of Jesus’ parable before he gives us the 

parable itself. He writes ‘they ought to always pray and not lose 

heart’. 

They were not to lose heart if the Kingdom did not come quickly 

or if their prayers were not immediately answered. I have 

written before about our struggle with prayer which appears to 

be unanswered. Remember Habakkuk?  ‘How long, Lord; how long?’ 

Habakkuk is a wonderful example of faithful, persistent prayer. 

From the start Jesus sets out to teach his followers persistence 

in prayer, not to solve the mystery of answered or unanswered 

prayer. In the prayer he gave us, Jesus teaches us to ask for ‘our 

daily bread’ – one day at a time, persistently, lest we forget that 

we live one day at a time – give us bread today and tomorrow we 

will ask again. Daily, persistent, patient prayer – not giving God a 

shopping list (or a message line), and then saying ‘prayer doesn’t 

work’ because the goods aren’t delivered, but prayer as listening 

to God, wasting time with God, letting go of the need to control 

or change what is happening around us – being, being a human 

being not a human do-er or a human have-er. Being is where 

prayer happens, not in doing or having. 

Am I going to tell you how to pray? Of course not. We all have 

different rhythms, different temperaments, different 

responsibilities. My day has to begin with prayer – but I live 

alone with no family responsibilities. If you live with children who 

have to be organised for school that probably won’t work for you; 

or if you need to get an early bus to get to your job, that might 

not be right for you – nothing to stop you praying on the bus, of 

course, unless someone sits next to you and wants to chat – plan 

B? Don’t tie yourself into knots about time and place – a long walk 

on the beach with the dog could be the right time and place, half 

an hour sitting knitting (my equivalent of a prayer rope), after 

the TV has been switched off in the evening. Just don’t feel 

guilty about when and how or how often you formally pray. And if 

you are a do-er rather than a be-er, there’s nothing wrong with 

having a chat with God (as long as you are listening as well as 

talking) whilst you are washing dishes, ironing shirts, planting 

bulbs. And if your normal prayer pattern begins to feel stale, try 

something else. The most important thing, as Jesus tells us in 

today’s parable, is to persevere, because God is not the CEO of 



an insurance company, rejoicing in a decision not to pay out on a 

claim because what happened was ‘an act of God’. God wants us to 

know we are loved, listened to, attended to. God is not a sadistic 

tyrant who loves to threaten and punish, but our Father – Abba – 

Daddy. Jesus tells his disciples not to grow weary of prayer. Even 

if it feels you are going nowhere, don’t give up. Keep asking, keep 

seeking, keep knocking (Luke 11). 

The persistence shown by the widow in the face of the judge’s 

refusal to give her justice is given to us as an example of 

perseverance. Luke makes it clear that we are not to see the 

judge as a God figure in this story; we are to compare the judge 

to God; he (the judge) eventually does the right thing for the 

wrong reason. She keeps bothering him; she embarrasses him, 

she annoys him (the Greek could be translated as ‘she might 

punch me in the face’). In other words, he would lose face in the 

eyes of his colleagues, in a society where honour and shame are 

all important. We know nothing about the widow. Don’t assume 

this is an old woman. She could be quite young as girls were 

generally married by the age of 13/14, and frequently to men who 

were much older. She clearly has no resources or she could have 

offered the judge a bribe – perhaps her opponent had offered 

him a bribe. She is one of the little people, the helpless and 

defenceless. The only weapon she has is her persistence, and it is 

her persistence which pays off. She is presented to the disciples 

as a teacher of persistence, and as a criticism of a patriarchal 

judiciary that is manifestly corrupt. Her commitment to justice 

finally triumphs over the judge’s indifference and silence. She is, 

of course, typical of Luke. Throughout his Gospel Luke introduces 

us to people who become our teachers, and at first sight, they 

may seem rather unobvious, even eccentric, choices to play such 

an important role. To begin with, they are not male clerics! 

Anyone but male clerics! They are ordinary people who are 

wounded/hurting/outcast – other. They are people who are facing 

crises in their own lives, and yet they are the bearers or 

revealers of Good News. Some of them Jesus meets, some 

appear in parables – think of the Gentile Centurion whose servant 

is ill, (a mtg.); the woman with a bad reputation (a mtg.); the Good 

Samaritan (a parable); the Samaritan leper (a mtg.); this woman 

desperate for justice (a parable) – and so it goes on. These 

people, real or imagined, teach us something about the values of 

Jesus. The woman in today’s story taking on the weight of the 

legal system refuses to accept the fate assigned to her by her 



social position or by the obduracy of the judge. She teaches us, 

who are so often quick to give up – ‘nothing I can do about it’ – 

that we shouldn’t give up; we should be stubborn in our 

commitment. 

And that is how we should pray. Jesus (or rather, Luke) tells us 

‘pray always and do not lose heart’. Be stubborn. Your patience 

might be put to the test, your trust might be stretched – but 

pray and don’t lose heart, because persistence and perseverance 

are signs, confirmations, of your faith. When the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on earth? Yes, if we do as he asks us – 

pray and not lose heart. 


