
 

 

In the name of God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

Amen 

Everything seems  out of kilter. Issues of identity and 

purpose are  confusing  followers of Christ  in 

Thessalonika . They lived in a commercial  trading 

centre -  a port with many  competing influences and 

distractions. If people   wanted to  succeed in life  in  

Thessalonika  , the imperial capital of Macedonia,  

they would  routinely  join   all -night parties  praising 

the God  Dionysus ,  gorging on meat sacrifices 

,drinking  themselves silly. 

A Roman and Greek elite lived  in flashy villas but  

the  bulk of the population, the kind of people Paul is  

writing to, lived   in  city tenements . A couple of 

years back Paul  had visited  - to preach the good 



 

 

news  .A community of Christians  grew up   but  Paul 

had been away   a long time  and they were   

struggling .Wasn’t Jesus supposed to be  coming  

soon to transform everything? What were they meant 

to be doing meantime? 

 

The Church  gives us this   letter  to consider  as the  

liturgical year draws to an end  and as  we wait for 

Advent to start - at this stage  in any normal  year we  

would be  beginning to  reflect on times and seasons,  

on how  we should live in anticipation  both of  the 

Nativity and the second coming of Jesus.  In this far 

from normal year  - when   coronavirus  is setting us 

all pointed questions about  meaning  and  identity - 

it’s particularly apt . 



 

 

The  letter Paul  sent to bolster up the community in 

Thessalonika is the first piece of Christian writing we 

have and   very significant . He wrote  to the 

Thessalonians  around  the year  50 Common Era  .It’s  

the strongest  , most immediate link we have  to the 

historical Jesus written by a man who had persecuted 

the earliest  followers and  had  never  encountered the 

Jesus of the gospels .  Now twenty years  after the 

Resurrection Paul  is confidently equipping  a  

farflung community to continue to  live in faith, hope 

and love as they follow the way of Christ. 

 Paul  echoes  images  in Christ’s teaching which  he  

would have   heard about from the disciples - Labor 

pains, being surprised, destruction following 

pronouncements of peace and safety, the  need to  stay 



 

 

alert . Paul reminds the community that for them  

Jesus’ coming shouldn’t be like the surprise attack of 

a thief in the night. They are children of the light and 

of the day. They aren’t just walking around in the 

daylight; it is  the core of their identity. 

” you are all children of light and children of the 

day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
 “
  

They, are to disassociate themselves from night time  

orgies celebrating  Dionysus, God of wine,. Instead of 

being unclothed revellers they are to put on specific 

protective clothing, girding their chests and heads for 

battle. Then with their vital organs protected, they  are 

to keep on going about their lives with  their emotions 

protected by faith and love, and  their thoughts 

shielded by the hope of salvation. 



 

 

Paul  tells them to continue practicing  love for 

God and neighbour   on a daily basis  while  

reminding them  that their lives are also 

embraced by a larger time frame—one  given 

meaning by the incarnation of Christ and the 

coming of Christ again in the fullness of time. 

 

“Therefore encourage one another and build up 

each other, as indeed you are doing.” 

 

Paul  is telling us that just  as much as faith, love, and 

hope are observable characteristics of a Christian 

community, so is mutual  encouragement .  

 Holiness is not an individual endeavor, but a daily 

practice of building up  people . A holy community is 



 

 

one in which the participants are  continually giving 

themselves away in the small currency of everyday 

acts for the common good. 

 By collecting for the foodbank ,working with 

Highlands Supports Refugees , supporting the 

Cromarty Community  Care Project ,  responding to 

the Peace Group’s initiative to  fund the school  

kitchen in Guyana.  By looking out for neighbours far 

and near.  In uncertain times   what really matters is 

that we keep on encouraging one another and keep on 

being signs of encouragement  in the world. 

Amen 


