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I had decided that I would write a sermon this Sunday on the New 

Testament reading – Romans 6.1b-11. However (I write ‘however’ because 

I was taught at school that you should never start a sentence with ‘but’, 

which is a ‘joining word’. Wouldn’t Jacob Rees-Mogg be pleased with me? 

So, however, the more I read about the Letter to the Romans (and there 

have been several hours this week) the more I realise it is useless trying to 

understand it if you only have snippets of it (as we do on Sunday 

mornings). You need to read the whole thing, and put it in its historic, 

social and religious setting, for it to make any sense. So I might try to do 

that next week – so there is you home work for this week – read the Letter 

to the Romans. (Home schooling for adults). 

So let’s have a look together at the Gospel reading, which also needs to be 

seen within context. Jesus is about to send out the twelve disciples, telling 

them to proclaim the kingdom, heal the sick and cast out demons. He gives 

them a warning – they will be like ’sheep amongst wolves’. In other words, 

they will cause conflict, and get into trouble. Matthew’s Gospel is full of 

conflict, conflict and plots. There is the conflict between Jesus and his 

disciples, which I touched on on Trinity Sunday. Jesus sends out his 

disciples, two by two, to proclaim the kingdom, telling them to go only to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel (10.5-7), but later he revokes that 

limitation – they are to make disciples ‘of all nations’. At the time of the 

sending out they weren’t ready for the bigger picture. Jesus is often 

disappointed by his disciples’ failures and they persistently resist his 

attempts to bring them in line with his point of view. Doesn’t that still 

happen today? In fact, aren’t we all often in conflict with Jesus? We want 

the comfortable bits, the bits that make us feel good, but shy away from 

the hard bits. And of course, in the end, the disciples don’t just shy away, 

they run away, leaving only the women at the foot of the cross (M25.56, 

69-75).  

And then there is conflict between Jesus and the religious authorities, and 

their plot to turn the people against him and their desire to get rid of him. 

The worse thing that could happen was for this plot to succeed – and it 

does (M27.15-26). 

And then there is the hidden plot, the unspoken conflict, between God and 

Satan. This is the conflict which defines everything else in the world of 

Matthew’s story, the same conflict which permeates Paul’s letter to the 

Romans – the conflict between sin and salvation, which is resolved in 

Matthew’s Passion narrative. However, even though Jesus loses his battle 

with the disciples (until after the resurrection), and loses in the conflict 

with the religious authorities – in the Passion he wins his battle with Satan 

– by defeating sin and death in the resurrection. God, in this battle, has the 

last word. Evil does its worse, Jesus is crucified, and evil still loses! 

So when Jesus sends out the twelve and forecasts all the things which will 

happen, he is just pointing out the obvious. If you definitely (and defiantly) 

‘put your money where your mouth is’, if you actually live what you 

believe, if you (as Fr. Mel put it last Sunday) become what you eat, you will 



upset people. If you are vociferous about arms sales to despotic 

governments, if you condemn authorities which use torture as a means of 

control, if you believe that Black Lives Matter, and say so, you are going to 

get some stick. So which is more important – speaking the truth and acting 

upon it, or living comfortably with your family, friends and neighbours? 

That is Jesus’ question to us today. Which is more important – truth or 

comfort? 

I am not suggesting that that choice is easy or straightforward. Listen to 

the prophet Jeremiah. He knew all about speaking truth to power. We 

have seen that lived out this week in the arguments about free school 

meals in England. When someone has the courage to stand up and be 

counted their voice can sometimes be heard. Jeremiah didn’t want to be 

asked to make his voice heard, but he did it anyway. Jesus knew that his 

disciples’ voices would bring conflict, when they began their post-

resurrection mission, but their voices would need to be heard and they 

would have to suffer the consequences. Which leaves me asking me – and 

you – am I up to the job? Do I want, as a Christian, simply to comfort the 

afflicted, or do I have sufficient faith in the presence of God in my life, to 

afflict the comfortable? 

The Letter to the Romans, the prophecy of Jeremiah, the Gospel of our 

Lord isn’t honey on a spoon – it is a challenge. Is it a challenge we are 

prepared to accept? , because in the end ‘a disciple is not above her 

teacher’, but ‘those who lose their life for my sake, will find it’. 


